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YUAN SHI KAI worked quickly, energetically and
with that instinctive undierstanding for the tactical
advantage of incessant aggression that seems *to distin-
guish reactionaries from the generally rather muddling
and slow revolutionaries. It was absolutely necessary
for him to re-establish Pekin as capital of China; on]y
there, in the North of reaction, was he able to reside
without being in constant danger. A mutiny of troops
proved a welcome pretext. For reasons of the safety
of the State, Yuan Shi Kai announced, Pefcin was to
be again China's capital.

The party of the South was still strong. Yuan Shi
Kai knew how to weaken it. He had two influential
Generals arrested without much ado, accused them of
conspiring against the Republic which to defend was
his, Yuan Shi Kai's task, and had them shot. The
leaders of the victorious revolution of 1912 had given
him the means to make all their activities illegal. The
disastrous step to make for unity's sake a reactionary
President of State, had been taken before the
Legislative had assembled; Yuan Shi Kai had time
to ipake his preparations. The elected Provincial
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